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The senior officer of an enterprise or group 

 

The Lobbying Transparency and Ethics Act (the Act) provides that the senior officer of an enterprise 
or group is responsible for registering enterprise or organization lobbyists who are lobbying on 
behalf of this enterprise or group. 

ENTERPRISES OR GROUPS REGISTERED IN THE REGISTRE DES ENTREPRISES DU QUÉBEC 
(REQ) 

When an enterprise or group is registered in the REQ, the senior officer, within the meaning of the 
Act, is the person who is identified in the registration declaration of the enterprise or group as 
holding the position: 

➢  of chief executive officer of the enterprise or group (principal dirigeant in French); 
or, when there is none, 

➢ of president; 
or, when there is none, 

➢ of chairman of the board of directors. 

In the latter case, if the chairman of the board of directors does not, in actual practice, exercise the 
role of senior officer of the enterprise or group, the board of directors may identify, by resolution, the 
name and the function of the member of the board of directors who exercises this function. This 
resolution must be forwarded to the Lobbyists Commissioner. 

Finally, if no person is identified as holding the position of chief executive officer, president, or 
chairman of the board of directors, the senior officer is the person who holds effective power over the 
enterprise or group (in particular by the extent of their powers, their extensive knowledge of the files 
and their control over the management of internal affairs). 

ENTERPRISES OR GROUPS NOT REGISTERED IN THE REGISTRE DES ENTREPRISES DU 
QUÉBEC 

For all enterprises and groups that do not have registration in force in the REQ, the senior officer, 
within the meaning of the Act, is the person holding the position: 
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➢ of chairman of the board of directors;  
or, in the absence of a board of directors, 

➢ of president1. 

If the chairman of the board of directors or the president1 of the enterprise or group does not, in 
actual practice, exercise the role of senior officer of the enterprise or group, the name and title of the 
person who actually exercises this function must be communicated to the Commissioner in an official 
writing issued by the board of directors or the president. 

Finally, when there is no board of directors, nor any person holding the position of president1, the 
senior officer is the person who holds effective power over the enterprise or group (in particular by 
the extent of their powers, their extensive knowledge of the files and their control over the 
management of internal affairs). 

IN SUMMARY 

Enterprise or group The senior officer is:  

Registered in the 
REQ 

1- The chief executive officer (principal dirigeant in French) 
identified in the REQ; 

or, if there is none, 

2- The president identified in the REQ; or, if there is none, 
3- The chairman of the board of directors identified in the 

REQ or the board member identified as the senior officer 
by resolution of the board; 

or, if there is none, 

4- The person who holds the effective power.  

Not registered in 
the REQ 

1- The chairman of the board of directors identified in the 
REQ or the board member identified as the senior officer 
in an official writing issued by the board of directors; 

or, if there is none, 

2- The president1 or the person identified as the senior 
officer in an official writing issued by the president; 

or, if there is none, 

3- The person who holds the effective power.  
 

 

 

Jean-François Routhier 
Lobbyists Commissioner 

                               
1 This may be the function of president, chief executive officer or any other similar function. 


